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Understand an Author's Message

What does it say?

What does it mean?

Comprehension
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Teaching Comprehension Strategies

Which of these strategies 
might you use to teach 
comprehension of the text?
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Teaching Comprehension Strategies

Which of these strategies 
might you use to teach 
comprehension of the text?
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 Teach the reader, not the reading.

Teaching Comprehension Strategies
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Which Strategies to Teach?

 Getting the GIST

 Asking the 5 Ws and H

 Using text structure

 Reflecting and evaluating
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Who Needs Comprehension? 
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Who Needs Comprehension?
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Getting the Gist

Students ask 
TWO questions 
about every 
paragraph they 
read. 

Who or what is this about?  
(the topic)

What's the most important thing 
about it? 
(the gist or the main idea)

Write a sentence that describes it. 
(the summary)



Step 3

Comprehension 
Instruction

Teaching Gist

 Explain strategy.
 Model – use text or picture.

2 questions:
Who or what is this mostly about?
What's the most important about the topic?
Write a summarizing sentence of main idea.

 Do one together – at lowest instructional level of 
group.
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Let's "Get The Gist!" 

Practice
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Use Explicit Instruction

 Students practice at their own level.

 Increase difficulty of text or teach a 
new strategy.
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Moving Forward

Use more difficult 
text to teach a new 
strategy.
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Multiple Opportunities to Practice
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5 Ws and H

Text-Dependent Questions =

Questions with answers found 
only in the text. 
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5 Ws and H
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Be a Good Reporter! 
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5 Ws and H

Explain the strategy

Model the strategy

Keep the focus on key 
details, not trivia.

Not every question type 
is equally important.

Flyer and Videos are good resources!



 Lowest instructional level of the group. 

 Use different types of question.

 Show which questions are more important 
than others.
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5 Ws and H Modeling



 Teacher and students try strategy 
together on another text.

 Followed by guided and independent 
practice at students' instructional level.
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5 Ws and H 
Guided Practice & Application



Begin with questions 
answered explicitly in 
text.

Move to questions 
that require 
integrating 
information.

Comprehension 
Instruction

5 Ws and H
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Let's put our reporter hats on!
Practice the 5 Ws and H
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Strategies Support CCRS Standards 

 Understanding key ideas and details. 

 Understanding how the craft and 
structure of a text supports the author's 
purpose and message. 
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Text Structure – using graphic organizers
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Text Structure
Chronology or sequence 
– good place to start –
familiar. Key words –
first, once, next, when, 
then.

Using text that everyone 
can understand – read 
through highlighting 
words that help reader 
understand what text 
structure author is using 
–then help students fill in 
graphic organizer.
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Text Structure

Less familiar
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Compare and Contrast 
Read through the text once – highlight words that give hints about author's 
purpose. Think aloud and explain that the words tell the authors purpose is 
to show how things are alike and different.
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Compare and Contrast 

What's common?

What's unique?
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Compare and Contrast 

Text Frame: 

________ and ________  are similar and different in many 

ways.  They both ________  and ________ .  However, 

________  is ________, while ________  is ________ .  

Another way they differ is ________ .
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Compare & Contrast – Let's try it!
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Evaluate Text Quality 
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Reflect and Evaluate
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Reflect and Evaluate

 Work with paired texts.

 Which text has stronger evidence.

 Advertisements are a great resource, 
their goal is to persuade you. 
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Reflect and Evaluate

After why? 
How could the other 
author have been 
more persuasive?
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Reflect and Evaluate

Use a graphic organizer.

Start with weaker text.

Which text is more 
persuasive?

Why?
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Reflect and Evaluate
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Monitor Progress

 Monitoring and guided progress should be 
done at level everyone can understand.  

 Small group and individual work.
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Reflect and Evaluate - Practice
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Review
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Tips

Making sure it's not a discussion about the 
subject matter – can I reflect and evaluate 
what the author is saying – focus is on the 
strategy. You are developing a skill – not 
giving information.

 Need a lot of texts at a lot of levels to teach 
comprehension.
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Your Thoughts?
Do you see yourself using these strategies in your 

classroom?

How would your students do?

What strategies do you think they would like 
most?

How would they fit into the schedule?

How difficult would planning be?
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Resources
Websites with Graded Passages

Newsela 
https://newsela.com/

Readworks
http://www.readworks.org/

Center for the Study of Adult Literacy 
http://csal.gsu.edu/content/homepage

Southwest ABE 
http://www.southwestabe.org/

Magazines with Graded Passages

The Change Agent 
http://changeagent.nelrc.org/

Commercially Available Sources of Graded
Passages Six Way Paragraphs Timed 
Readings 

Presentation Resources 
5Ws and an H Script
As Time Flies By
Compare and Contrast Script
Different Forms of Water
Graphic Organizers – Text Structure

Reflect & Evaluate

https://newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://csal.gsu.edu/content/homepage
http://www.southwestabe.org/
http://changeagent.nelrc.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xLeMPJOYbQgS0sVN2WxQQ-gtF_7yEYmY?usp=sharing
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